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Director for Ending Long-Term Homelessness Appointed  
To Implement Minnesota’s Business Plan  

 
≈≈≈≈  Laura Kadwell Named Permanent Director for Ending Long-Term Homelessness ≈≈≈≈ 

 
St. Paul, Minn. -- (July 13, 2004) Laura Kadwell was appointed this week as Director for Ending 
Long-Term Homelessness in Minnesota by Department of Human Services Commissioner Kevin 
Goodno, Department of Corrections Commissioner Joan Fabian and Housing Finance Agency 
Commissioner Tim Marx.  The Director is charged with implementing Minnesota’s business plan to 
end long-term homelessness in the state by 2010.  Ms. Kadwell will begin work in her new position 
on August 30th.   
 
As Director for Ending Long-Term Homelessness, Ms. Kadwell will lead implementation of the 
state’s business plan to end long-term homelessness.  To accomplish this, Ms. Kadwell is responsible 
for developing a specific work plan, coordinating the multi-jurisdictional and multi-sector entities, 
and demonstrating tangible progress in the effort to end long-term homelessness.  She will report to 
all three commissioners, and be employed by the Housing Finance Agency.  Her principal office will 
be located at the Housing Finance Agency.    
 
“Laura Kadwell brings leadership qualities and broad experience to the Director position that will 
allow us to make progress toward achieving this critical state goal,” said Commissioner Goodno.  
Commissioner Fabian noted, “The mission will certainly benefit from her significant expertise in the 
social service field.  Ms. Kadwell has a long track record of important contributions to public policy 
in Minnesota.”  Engaging a Director to execute the business plan was a key recommendation of the 
plan, which was developed by a broadly representative working group and calls for providing an 
additional 4000 supportive housing opportunities to serve the state’s long-term homeless population.  
The plan was presented to Governor Pawlenty in March 2004.  “Ms. Kadwell’s diligence and ability 
to establish rapport with colleagues and collaborators allow her to hit the ground running in this 
challenge,” said Commissioner Marx.     
 
Ms. Kadwell has most recently been serving as Vice President for Policy Studies, Inc., providing 
management expertise on child support issues to state and local governments.  She was previously 
Director of the Child Support Division with the Human Services Department, served as Legislative 
Staff Attorney and practiced law with a private law firm.  Ms. Kadwell also clerked for Supreme 
Court Justice Rosalie Wahl.  The Director position is funded with existing resources by managing 
vacancies in current positions.    
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For information on the business plan and the Working Group, visit the MHFA Web site at 
http://www.mhfa.state.mn.us/multifamily/LTH.htm. 
 
The Minnesota Department of Human Services provides health care, economic assistance and other 
services for people who do not have the resources to meet their basic needs.  For more information, 
visit www.dhs.state.mn.us.  
 
The Minnesota Department of Corrections provides incarceration and community supervision for 
offenders to enhance public safety.  For more information, visit www.corr.state.mn.us. 
 
The Minnesota Housing Finance Agency is a state agency committed to meeting Minnesotans’ needs 
for safe, decent affordable housing and stronger communities. 
Visit www.mhfa.state.mn.us.   
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